DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education

Bulletin 140—Louisiana Early Childhood
Care and Education Network
(LAC 28:CLXVII.101, 103, 313, 503, 509, 511, 512,
513,515,517, 521, 703, 705,707, 709, and 713)

In accordance with R.S. 49:950 et seq., the Administrative
Procedure Act, notice is hereby given that the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education approved for
advertisement to revise Bulletin 140—Louisiana Early
Childhood Care and Education Network: §101. Purpose,
§103. Definitions, §313. Academic Approval for Type III
Early Learning Centers, §503. Coordinated Observation Plan
and Observation Requirements, §509. Performance Rating
Calculations for Publicly-Funded Sites, §511. Performance
Rating Calculations for Community Networks, §512.
Performance Ratings for Publicly-funded Sites, §513.
Informational Metrics of Best Practices, §515. Reporting for
the Accountability System, §517. Data Verification, §521.
Performance Profile Appeals Procedure, §703. Coordinated
Enrollment Process, §705. Implementation Timeline, §707.
Demonstrated Progress Toward Implementation, §709.
Community Network Request for Funding for Publicly-
Funded Programs, and §713. Request for Departmental
Review. This Declaration of Emergency, effective June 22,
2016, is for a period of 120 days from adoption, or until
finally adopted as Rule.

R.S. 17:407.23 requires BESE to create a uniform
assessment and accountability system for publicly- funded
early childhood education programs that includes a letter
grade indicative of student performance. In response to this
law, the board adopted Bulletin 140, Louisiana Early
Childhood Care and Education Network, to set forth
regulations focused specifically on Early Childhood
Community Networks. The networks ensure that:

e One organization within each local Community
Network coordinates across early childhood programs
(child care, Head Start, school-based pre-
kindergarten);

e Set clear expectations for implementation of
coordinated enrollment as required by Act 717 of the
2014 Regular Legislative Session and establish
processes to ensure fairness and equity for providers
and families;

e Establish a unified quality and improvement system;

o Specify how programs and Community Networks will
be evaluated in the 2015-2016 academic learning
year, as required by state law; and

o [Establish processes for fairness and equity for
programs.

The proposed revisions update Bulletin 140, Louisiana
Early Childhood Care and Education Network, to
communicate differences in quality, honor quality and
improvement, address sites rated very low quality, increase
observation accuracy and credibility, increase transparency,
ensure parent choice, support coordinated enrollment, and
extend the academic approval process beyond the learning
year. State law and Bulletin 140, Louisiana Early Childhood
Care and Education Network, call for such a system to take
full effect beginning with the 2016-2017 school year, which

is why BESE has exercised the emergency provision in the
adoption of these policy revisions.

Title 28

EDUCATION
Part CLXVII. Bulletin 140—Louisiana Early Childhood
Care and Education Network

Chapter 1. General Provisions
§101. Purpose

A. The purpose of this bulletin is to establish the duties
and responsibilities of the early childhood care and
education network, local community networks, community
network lead agencies, and publicly-funded early childhood
care and education programs; establish performance and
academic standards for kindergarten readiness; define
kindergarten readiness;; and create a uniform assessment and
accountability system for publicly-funded early childhood
care and education sites and community networks that
includes a performance profile indicative of performance.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.21 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2580 (December
2015), amended LR 42:

§103. Definitions

% %k ok

Assurances—see Program Partner Assurances.
k ok osk

Program Partner Assurances—assurances that early
childhood care and education programs must submit to the
department in order to access their public funding.

%k ok ok

School Year—for purposes of this Bulletin, July 1-June 30.

%k ok ok

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.23 and R.S. 17:407.21 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2580 (December
2015), amended LR 42:

Chapter 3. Early Childhood Care and Education
Network
§313. Academic Approval for Type III Early Learning
Centers

A. All type III early learning centers shall meet the
performance and academic standards of the early childhood
care and education network regarding kindergarten readiness
as provided in this Bulletin.

B.-C. ..

D. Initial Academic Approval for an Applicant for a New
Type III Early Learning Center License for Fiscal Years
2016-2017 and Beyond

1. In order to obtain the initial academic approval
required to be licensed as a type III early learning center, a
center applying for a new type III license must:

a. submit a signed copy of the current program
partner assurances to the department, thereby agreeing to
comply with the provisions of this Bulletin, which include:

i. membership in the corresponding community
network, as provided in Chapter 3;

ii. participation in the early childhood care and
education accountability system, as provided in Chapter 5;
and

iii. participation in the coordinated enrollment
process as provided in Chapter 7.

2. An applicant for a new type III early learning center
license who has held a type III early learning center license



and received a corrective action plan as provided in
§313(K)(2)(a) at any time during the current or preceding
fiscal year shall not be allowed to apply for academic
approval for the fiscal year in which the center received a
corrective action plan and the following fiscal year.

E. Renewal of Academic Approval for Type III Early
Learning Centers for the Fiscal Years 2016-2017 and 2017-
2018

1. Academic approval shall be renewed annually for
fiscal years 2016-2017 and 2017-2018 for any type III early
learning center that:

a. has current academic approval

b. is in compliance with the provisions of this
Bulletin; and

c. has submitted a signed copy of the current annual
program partner assurances to the department, and is thereby
agreeing to comply with the provisions of this Bulletin,
which include:

i.  membership in the corresponding community
network, as provided in Chapter 3;

ii. participation in the early childhood care and
education accountability system, as provided in Chapter 5;
and

iii. participation in the coordinated enrollment
process, as provided in Chapter 7,

2. Type IIl early learning centers shall annually
submit a signed copy of the annual program partner
assurances to the department prior to July 1, or as requested
by the department, whichever occurs earlier.

F. Renewal of Academic Approval for Existing Type III
Early Learning Centers for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 and
Beyond

1. Academic approval shall be renewed annually for
fiscal years 2018-2019 and beyond for any type III early
learning center that:

a. has current academic approval;

b. is in compliance with the provisions of this
Bulletin;

c. has not had two unsatisfactory performance
ratings within any consecutive three school years; and

d. has submitted a signed copy of the current annual
program partner assurances to the department, and is thereby
agreeing to comply with the provisions of this Bulletin,
which include:

i.  membership in the corresponding community
network, as provided in Chapter 3;

ii. participation in the early childhood care and
education accountability system, as provided in Chapter 5;
and

iii. participation in the coordinated enrollment
process, as provided in Chapter 7,

2. Early learning centers shall annually submit a
signed copy of annual program partner assurances to the
department prior to July 1, or as requested by the
department, whichever is earlier.

G. A center that has its academic approval terminated
may not apply for academic approval for the fiscal year in
which academic approval was terminated or the following
fiscal year

H. Academic approval shall be valid for the fiscal year,
July 1-June 30, for which it is granted.

I.  Academic approval is granted to a specific owner and
a specific location and is not transferable. If a type III early
learning center changes owners or location, it is considered a

new operation, and academic approval for the new owner or
location must be obtained prior to beginning operations
under new ownership or at the new location.

J.  Upon a change of ownership or change of location,
the academic approval granted to the original owner or at the
original location becomes null and void.

K. Renewal

1. Prior to July 1 of each year, the department shall
send notice to each type III early learning center that has
academic approval providing one of the following:

a. renewal of academic approval for the center;

b. notice of the center’s failure to comply with
specific requirements in Subsection A and specific corrective
actions that must be taken by a specified date in order for
academic approval to be renewed; or

c. if an early learning center has received the notice
outlined in Subparagraph H.2.a of this Section within the
academic year and the center has not provided the required
certifications and completed the stated corrective actions, the
department may terminate the center’s academic approval as
provided in Subparagraph H.2.c of this Section and send
notice of termination of the center’s academic approval.

L. Denial, Termination or Refusal to Renew Academic
Approval

1. The department may deny terminate, or refuse to
renew academic approval for:

a. violations of any provisions of this bulletin;

b. failure to timely comply with a corrective action
plan provided by the department;

c. any act of fraud, such as the submission of false
or altered documents or information;

d. failure to timely submit a signed copy of the
annual program partner assurances; or

e. two unsatisfactory performance ratings within
any consecutive three school years.

2. Notice

a. Ifa type III early learning center is in violation of
any provision of this bulletin, the department shall notify the
center in writing and may specify any corrective actions in a
corrective action plan that shall be required to retain
academic approval.

b.  Within 30 calendar days of receiving such notice,
the center shall submit certification in writing to the
department that the corrective actions specified in the
corrective action plan have been taken or are in the process
of being taken in compliance with the schedule provided in
the corrective action plan and certification that the center
will remain in compliance with the corrective action plan
and all applicable regulations.

c. If the type IIl early learning center does not
respond in a timely or satisfactory manner to the notice and
corrective action plan or adhere to the implementation
schedule required in the corrective actions plan, the
department may terminate or refuse to renew the center’s
academic approval.

d. The department shall provide written notice of
denial, termination or refusal to renew academic approval to
the center.

e. The denial, termination or refusal to renew a
center’s academic approval shall be effective when notice of
the denial, termination, or refusal to renew is given.

M. Appeal Procedure



1. BESE shall have the authority to grant an appeal of
the denial, termination or refusal to renew academic
approval for a type III early learning center.

2. ...

3. A type III early learning center may request an
appeal of the denial, termination, or refusal to renew its
academic approval by submitting a written request for an
appeal to the department within 15 calendar days of being
given notice of the denial, termination, or refusal to renew
its academic approval.

4.-5 ..

6. An early learning center that appeals the
termination or refusal to renew its academic approval shall
retain its academic approval during the appeal process.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.36(C) and R.S. 17:407.21 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2584 (December
2015), amended LR 42:

Chapter 5. Early Childhood Care and Education
Accountability System
§503. Coordinated Observation Plan and Observation

Requirements

A.-B4.c.

5. The department shall monitor observer accuracy
within each observation period by comparing the domain
level results from classroom observations conducted by the
department’s third party contractors to the domain level
results from classroom observations conducted by the
community network for each observer.

a. Within each observation period, for observations
conducted by a community network observer that have been
compared to domain level results conducted by the
department’s third party contractors, if more than 20% of the
domain level results are different by more than one point for
the community network observer, that observer and lead
agency shall be issued a notice in writing by the state
regarding their level of accuracy.

b. Within each observation period, for observations
conducted by a community network observer that have been
compared to domain level results conducted by the
department’s third party contractors, if more than 33% of the
domain level results are different by more than one point for
the community network observer, that observer shall be
shadow scored by another community network observer in
the next observation period.

c.  Within each observation period, for observations
conducted by a community network observer that have been
compared to domain level results conducted by the
department’s third party contractors, if 50% or more of the
domain level results are different by more than one point for
the community network observer, the department shall
determine that the community network observer shall not be
able to conduct observations for that community network for
the next observation period.

i. If the observer is no longer able to conduct
observations for the community network, the department
shall notify the observer and the lead agency that the
observer shall not be able to conduct observations for that
community network for the next observation period.

ii. A lead agency or community network observer
may request in writing that the department review its
decision in 5.c. within 15 calendar days of receiving the
decision.

iii. All requests for departmental review shall
clearly state the specific reasons for requesting the review
and the action being sought, and shall include all necessary
supporting documentation.

iv. The department shall respond to the request for
departmental review within 30 calendar days after receiving
it.

v. The department may waive the action in
paragraph 5.c. in cases of extenuating circumstances or if the
action would result in no other assessor being available to
conduct required observations.

d. Observers who are receive notification from the
department under S.c.i. must meet the reliability
requirements of 80 percent accuracy through annual
recertification prior to being permitted to complete
observations for the community network.

C. Coordinated Observation Plan

1. Each community network shall develop and
maintain no later than September 30 of each year a written
annual plan for coordinated observation using CLASS® that
at a minimum includes:

C.l.a-d.ii.

iii. the community network conducts inter-rater
reliability observation checks for 10 percent of all
classrooms observed during the fall observation period and
for 10 percent of all classrooms observed during the spring
observation period, and that these reliability observation
checks include every observer for the community network at
least once annually; and

C.ldiv-DJ3. ...

E. The department shall publicly release the reliability
requirements for third-party contractors hired by the
department annually.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.21 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2586 (December
2015, amended LR 42:.

§509. Performance Rating Calculations for Publicly-

Funded Sites

A. The performance rating for each publicly-funded site
shall be based on the average of the dimension-level toddler
and PreK observation results from the fall and spring
observation periods for all toddler and PreK classrooms
within the site, excluding the negative climate dimension.

1. BESE may include a weight for improvement
beginning with the 2016-2017 school year.

2. Sites that have classrooms that receive a score of
3.5 or above for the negative climate dimension shall receive
a notice in writing at the end of the observation period in
which they received that score. If a site receives a notice for
two consecutive observation periods, an indicator of high
negative climate may be reported on the performance
profile.

B. Any classroom in a publicly-funded site that does not
have the observations required in §503 or does not have all
results reported, shall have third party scores for that
classroom reported when available. If no third party scores
are available for that classroom, but there are observation
scores for comparable classrooms within the site as required
in §503, the department shall assign the average domain
score for the comparable classrooms to each missing CLASS
score. The department may assign a score of 1 to each
missing CLASS domain score if no comparable local or



third party scores are available. If this occurs, the score of
one for missing or not-reported observation results shall be
included in the performance rating calculation for that site.
In these circumstances, the number of missing or not-
reported observation results shall be reported on the
performance profile.

B.1.-C.2.

a. For the 2015-2016 learning year, if the
observation results conducted by community networks are
consistently different by more than one point from
observation results conducted by the department’s third-
party contractors, the department may replace all of the
community network’s observation results for a publicly-
funded site with the results from the department’s third-party
contractors, including those results that do not differ by at
least one point.

b. Beginning with the 2016-2017 school year, if
observation results conducted by community networks are
consistently different by more than one point from
observation results conducted by the department’s third party
contractors, the department may replace all of the
community network’s observation results for a publicly-
funded site with the results from the department’s third party
contractors, including those results that do not differ by at
least one point.

D. The performance rating for each site shall be based on
the following numerical scale:

1. 6.0-7.0—excellent;

2. 4.50-5.99—vproficient;

3. 3.0-4.49 — approaching proficient;

4. 1.0-2.99 - unsatisfactory.

E.-G ..

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.21 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2587 (December
2015), amended LR 42:

§511. Performance Rating Calculations for
Community Networks

A. Community networks shall receive two performance
ratings which shall be calculated as follows.

1. CLASS® observation results shall be one of the
community network performance ratings.

2. An equitable access score for four-year-olds shall
be one of the community network performance ratings.

3. BESE may include a weight for improvement on
equitable access beginning with the 2017-2018 school year.

B. The CLASS® observation results shall be determined
by averaging the results of all fall and spring dimension-
level toddler and PreK observation results for all toddler and
PreK classrooms within the community network excluding
negative climate.

1. Any classroom in a site that does not have the
observations required in §503, or has not had all observation
results reported, shall have third party scores for that
classroom reported when available. If no third party scores
are available for that classroom, but there are observation
scores for comparable classrooms within that site as required
in §503, the department shall assign the average domain
score for the comparable classrooms to each missing CLASS
domain score. The department may assign a score of 1 to
each missing CLASS domain score if no comparable local or
third party score are available. If this occurs, the score of one
for missing observation or not-reported results shall be

included in the performance rating calculation for the
community network. In these circumstances the number of
missing or not-reported observation results shall be reported
on the community network’s performance profile.

B.l.a-2.b.i.

ii. For every year after the 2015-2016 school year,
if the observation results conducted by a community
network are consistently different by more than one point
from observation results conducted by the department’s third
party contractor, the department may replace all of the
community network’s observation results for a publicly-
funded site with the results from the department’s third party
contractor for that site, including those results that do not
differ by at least one point.

C. The equitable access score performance rating shall
be determined by calculating the access achieved by the
community network for all at-risk four-year-old children in
the community network coverage area. Points are earned on
a four level rating scale according to:

Percentage of At-Risk Four-Year-Olds Served Rating
90-100 percent Excellent
80-89.99 percent Proficient
Approaching
70-79.99 percent Proficient
0-69.99 percent Unsatisfactory

D. The CLASS observation results performance rating for
each community network shall be based on the following
numerical scale:

1. 6.0-7.0—excellent;

2. 4.5-5.99—yroficient;

3. 3.0-4.49 — approaching proficient;

4. 1.0-2.99 - unsatisfactory.

E.-G ..

H. Prior to the start of the 2017-2018 school year, a
workgroup of Early Childhood Care and Education Advisory
Council members shall be formed to study the inclusion of
additional metrics in the performance rating calculations and
review R.S. 17:407.21 et seq. for potential statutory changes,
and shall make recommendations regarding the use of any
additional performance rating calculation metrics in §509.D.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.21 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2588 (December
2015), amended LR 42:

§512. Performance Ratings for Publicly-Funded Sites

A. Unsatisfactory Publicly-funded Sites

1. Beginning with the 2016-2017 school year,
publicly-funded sites rated as unsatisfactory, as defined in
§509, for two school years in any consecutive three school
year period, shall lose their public funding and have their
academic approval terminated.

2. The state superintendent may grant exception to
Subsection A if the publicly-funded site serves a special
population, or if taking the required action in Subsection A
would create an extraordinary burden for families or place
children at risk of harm.

3. The department shall conduct an annual needs
analysis for families in regions that may be impacted by
publicly-funded sites losing their public funding to support
access to early childhood programs.

B. Rewards and Recognition



1. Beginning in the 2016-2017 school year, sites and
community networks that are rated Excellent shall be
included in an annual Honor Roll published by the
department and be eligible for financial rewards, as funds
are available and as determined by the department.

2. No later than the 2017-2018 school year, sites and
community networks that demonstrate significant
improvement in their overall score or rating shall be labeled
“Top Gains” on their performance profile and be eligible for
financial rewards, as funds are available and as determined
by the department

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.21 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 42:

§513. Informational Metrics of Best Practices

Informational metrics are measures of a publicly-funded
site and a community network’s use of the following early
childhood care and education best practices. The
performance profile shall report the publicly-funded site and
community network’s use of the best practices identified as
Investment in Quality Measures, which shall include but is
not limited to:

1. Teacher/Child Ratios. Publicly-funded sites
maintain teacher/child ratios based on the age of children
that are at or better than the minimum standards required in
BESE Bulletin 137—The Louisiana Licensing Early
Learning Center Licensing Regulations.

a. To achieve gold level ratios, publicly-funded
sites use the following teacher/child ratios and group sizes.

Age Teacher/Child Ratio Maximum Group Size
Birth to | year 1:4 8
1 year to 2 years 1:4 8
2 years to 3 years 1:6 12
3 years to 4 years 1:8 16
4 years to 5 years 1:10 20

b. To achieve silver level ratios, publicly-funded
sites use the following teacher/child ratios and group sizes.

Age Teacher/Child Ratio | Maximum Group Size
Birth to | year 1:4 8
1 year to 2 years 1:6 12
2 years to 3 years 1:8 16
3 years to 4 years 1:10 20
4 years to 5 years 1:12 24

c. To achieve bronze level ratios, publicly-funded
sites use the minimum ratio standards required in BESE
Bulletin 137—The Louisiana Licensing Early Learning
Center Licensing Regulations.

2. Teacher Preparation. Publicly-funded sites ensure
lead teachers meet or exceed credential requirements for
publicly-funded classrooms provided in BESE Bulletin
746—Louisiana Standards for State Certification of School
Personnel.

3. Standards-Based Curriculum. Publicly-funded sites
use a curriculum that is aligned to BESE Bulletin 136—The
Louisiana Standards for Early Childhood Care and
Education Programs Serving Children Birth-Five Years.

B. The performance profile may report informational
metrics in the following categories:

1. child assessment that informs instruction;

2. investment in quality measures;

3. family engagement and supports; and

4. community network supports (reported at the
community network level only).

a. the number of children served in new publicly-
funded early childhood seats

b. the percent of publicly-funded early childhood
seats that are filled

C. Each year and in collaboration with the Early
Childhood Care and Education Advisory Council, the
Department shall review the results of the accountability
system, including but not limited to the performance of
programs on each domain of the CLASS, how the
performance profile ratings are calculated, and the observer
reliability — substitution rates, and recommend any
improvements for this Bulletin. To develop these
recommendations, the department shall work collaboratively
with the Early Childhood Care and Education Advisory
Council, which shall establish a workgroup for this purpose.
The department, with assent shown by vote of the Advisory
Council, can decide in a given year that no review is needed.

D. Contingent on available funding, the department shall
conduct an external implementation evaluation of
Louisiana’s Early Childhood Care and Education Network to
answer questions that include but are not limited to whether
the system:

1. Is based on Performance Ratings that are valid and
reliable;

2. Meaningfully differentiates between levels of
program quality; and

3. Delivers a robust set of quality improvement
supports and incentives for improvement, as well as
consequences for failure to improve. The results of the study
shall be shared with the Early Childhood Care and Education
Advisory Council and BESE.

E.1. The LDE is required to collect data designed to
strengthen the state’s ability to track and monitor
implementation of new and ongoing policies and supports,
program quality, and child outcomes, positioning Louisiana
to:

a. provide targeted supports to teachers, programs,
and schools; and

b. be evaluation-ready when funds and evaluators
become available.

2. The LDE shall explore critical data elements being
collected by other states, seek recommendations from the
Early Childhood Advisory Council on critical data elements
and present a report on the findings to BESE no later than
January 2017.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.21 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2588 (December
2015), amended LR 42:

§515. Reporting for the Accountability System

A. Lead agencies shall report to the department, in the
manner specified by the department, the following:

1. classroom counts:

a. by October 1, the number of classrooms serving
infant, toddler and PreK children in each publicly-funded
site on October 1;

b. by February 1, the number of classrooms serving
infant, toddler, and PreK children in each publicly-funded
site on February 1; and



c. by February 281, the number of classrooms in the
February 1 count that have been added or removed since the
October 1 count;

A2 -C.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.21 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2589 (December
2015), amended LR 42:

§517. Data Verification

A. The department shall provide all non-survey data
contributing to the performance profile for publicly-funded
sites and community networks to each lead agency prior to
publishing the performance rating.

B. In 2015-2016, the department shall provide lead
agencies 30 calendar days for final review, correction, and
verification of data for the performance profiles. For all
subsequent years, the department shall provide lead agencies
10 calendar days for final review, correction, and verification
of data for performance profiles.

1. The lead agency shall create and implement a
community network data certification procedure that
requires review of all performance profile data for each site
during the data certification period.

2. The department may request the certification
procedure from each lead agency.

3. Data corrections shall not be grounds for an appeal
or waiver request as all data corrections shall be made prior
to the release of profiles regardless of the source of any
errors.

4. Data corrections may only be submitted for the
following reasons:

a. CLASS® observations results have been reported
incorrectly; or

b. CLASS® observation results were not reported.

5. The department shall review all data corrections
and grant approval of those corrections that are proven valid.

6. The department may request additional
documentation to support the validity of the changes.

C.-D. ...

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.21 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2590 (December
2015), amended LR 42:

§521. Performance Profile Appeals Procedure

A. BESE shall have the authority to grant an appeal of a
publicly-funded site or community network’s performance
profile.

B. The appeal procedure shall be used when needed to
address unforeseen and aberrant factors impacting publicly-
funded sites and community networks or when needed to
address issues that arise when the literal application of the
accountability system regulations does not consider certain
unforeseen and unusual circumstances. Failure to complete
observations or use of third party scores are not sufficient
reasons for requesting an appeal. Data corrections shall not
be grounds for an appeal or waiver request as all data
corrections shall be made prior to the release of profiles
regardless of the source of any errors.

C.-F ..

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.21 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2590 (December
2015), amended LR 42:

Chapter 7. Coordinated Enrollment
§703. Coordinated Enrollment Process
A -B4....

C. In collaboration with representatives of providers of
child care, Head Start, and prekindergarten services, the lead
agency shall develop policies and procedures for how the
requirements of §703.B will be implemented. These policies
and procedures shall be submitted to the department prior to
initiation of the enrollment process, and shall include
training for providers and parents on the eligibility criteria
for different programs, the matching process for the network,
and the complaint process for providers and parents as
needed.

D.-F.

G. Request for Departmental Review

1. Any parent or caregiver may request that the
department review the placement of his or her child resulting
from the coordinated enrollment process.

2. A request for departmental review shall be
submitted in writing to the department within 3045 calendar
days of placement of the child or of the event upon which
the request for review is based.

3. All requests for departmental review shall clearly
state the specific reasons for requesting the review and the
action being sought, and shall include all necessary
supporting documentation.

4. The department shall respond to the request for
departmental review within 30 calendar days after receiving
it.

5. Written notice of the process in outlined in
§703.G2, as well of the complaint process described in
§311.A-F. and the appropriate contact information for the
department, shall be made available to any parent or
caregiver at the time they receive the decision of their child’s
placement..

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.21 et seq., and R.S. 17:407.91 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2591 (December
2015), amended LR 42:

§705. Implementation Timeline

A.-D. ...

E. Prior to the start of the school year, BESE shall
review this Chapter and revise as necessary based on
learnings from the previous year. A work group of the Early
Childhood Care and Education Advisory Council shall be
formed to study the effectiveness of the coordinated
enrollment process and make recommendations to the
council and BESE for changes for implementation in the
following school year. This research may include, but not be
limited to, defining key indicators of effectiveness,
conducting focus groups of all provider types, reviewing
data on the placement of new early childhood seats opened
statewide, and reviewing other available information. The
department, with assent shown by vote of the Advisory
Council, may decide in a given year that no review is
needed.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.21 et seq., and R.S. 17:407.91 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2592 (December
2015), amended LR 42:



§707. Demonstrated Progress toward Implementation

A ..

B. The department may require community networks to
complete an enrollment self-assessment each year. This self-
assessment shall include, but is not limited to, the outcomes
of the prior year’s coordinated enrollment process,
specifically how family choice resulted in these outcomes.

C. ..

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.21 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2592 (December
2015), amended LR 42:

§709. Community Network Request for Funding for
Publicly-Funded Programs

A. By December 1 of each fiscal year, the lead agency
shall develop, in collaboration with representatives of
providers of child care, Head Start, and prekindergarten
services, and submit a funding request for the following
fiscal year to the department on behalf of the community
network that is based on the coordinated enrollment results,
which shall include the following:

1. the number of applications received for each age of
at-risk children;

2. the number of seats requested at each publicly-
funded site;

3. the number of seats recommended by the lead
agency to receive funding with a prioritization by site and
age of children served by funding source;

4. the criteria and process used to develop the
community network request;

5. the recommended plan to maximize all funding
sources to increase service to at-risk children;

6. the number of seats being requested in a mixed
delivery setting; and

7. The number of eligible children served in the
network by specific program type.

B. ...

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.21 et seq., and R.S. 17:407.91 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2592 (December
2015), amended LR 42:

§713. Request for Departmental Review

A. Any publicly-funded program may request that the
department review an enrollment decision or funding request
of its lead agency or local enrollment coordinator. All
programs shall be given written notice of the opportunity to
request a departmental review of a lead agency or local
enrollment coordinator’s enrollment decision or funding
request, as well as the complaint process described in
§311.A-F and the appropriate contact information for the
department.

B. A request for departmental review shall be submitted
in writing to the department no later than 30 calendar days
after the day on which community networks must submit
funding requests to the department or the day in which the
community network submitted the funding request to the
department, whichever is later.

C.-E. ..

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:407.21 et seq., and R.S. 17:407.91 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 41:2593 (December
2015), amended LR 42:
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